
cvma voice issue #1 2010  page 11

5.	 The waiver is good for as long as 
the veterinarian specifies (based 
on the anticipated duration for 
the underlying medical condition) 
but not for more than three years 
from the date the waiver is issued. 
After three years, a new waiver 
may be given at the veterinarian’s 
discretion.

6.	 The executive director of CDPHE 
or his/her designee may review a 
waiver at any time for validity, and 
may refer cases where a waiver was 
inappropriately given to the State 
Board of Veterinary Medicine.

The law, the rules, and the waiver form 
are all available at www.cdphe.state.
co.us/dc/zoonosis/rabies. For any other 
questions regarding the form and how it 
works, please contact Dr. Elisabeth W. 
Lawaczeck, State Public Health Veteri-
narian, Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment.  n

Colorado veterinarian and the ani-
mal’s owner. 

2.	 The waiver may be issued if “The 
animal to be exempted has a medi-
cal condition defined as ‘a disease, 
illness, or other pathological state’ 
for which, in the opinion of the ex-
empting veterinarian, a rabies in-
oculation is contraindicated.” Some 
examples of reasonable contraindi-
cations include: 
a.  Previous history of severe vac 
     cine reaction or fibrosarcoma. 
b.  Concurrent significant auto- 
	  immune disease. 
c.  Concurrent severe systemic  
	  disease.

3.	 A valid veterinary-client-patient 
relationship (VCPR) must exist.

4.	 The veterinarian must keep the 
completed form as part of the pa-
tient’s medical record, provide a 
copy to the owner, and provide a 
copy to CDPHE, local health of-
ficials, or animal control organiza-
tions if requested.

New Rabies Vaccine 
Exemption Rules Effective 
March 2, 2010
Jed Rogers, DVM 
Chief Medical Officer 
Firehouse Animal Health Centers

In mid-January, the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) finalized rules regarding rabies 
vaccine exemptions for dogs and cats. 

The new rules came out of a bill that 
appeared in the legislature in 2008. 
House Bill 08-1308 initially addressed 
four topics of significance for CVMA:

1.	 It would have established noneco-
nomic damages of up to $100,000 
per incidence for episodes of veteri-
nary negligence;

2.	 It would have required written 
consent for anything done in a vet-
erinary hospital;

3.	 It would have introduced the term 
“living property” into Colorado state 
law (without a definition); and

4.	 It would have mandated no more 
frequent rabies vaccination than 
every three years or what is rec-
ommended in Compendium, 
whichever is less frequent (thus 
outlawing the use of the one-year 
recombinant rabies product).

CVMA expended substantial energy in 
2008 to argue against all elements of this 
bill, in part because of how poorly it was 
written, and in part because we did not 
feel that any of the four goals of the bill 
were worthy. In discussion with the bill 
sponsor, former Representative Debbie 
Stafford (D-Aurora), we agreed to sup-
port a compromise—all other aspects of 
the bill would be dropped if we could fo-
cus on creating a rabies vaccine exemption 
for dogs and cats having a medical contra-
indication to vaccination. The bill passed 
in its revised form and was referred to 
CDPHE for the rule-making process.

The new rules regarding the rabies 
vaccination waiver are brief, and you 
should read the full version at www 
.cdphe.state.co.us/dc/zoonosis/rabies. 
A few important things specified by the 
rules should be noted:

1.	 The waiver must be written (a form 
is provided by CDPHE), and it 
must be signed by both a licensed 

government affairs
g o v e r n m e n t 

a f f a i r s


