
Colorado Revised Statutes 
Title 25, Article 4, Part 6 

 
RABIES CONTROL 

 
25-4-601- Definitions.  As used in this part 6, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) "County board of health" means the body acting as the board of  health of a county under the provisions of 
section 25-1-608. 
 (2) "Health department" means the department of public health and environment or any county or district 
health department organized and maintained under the provisions of part 5 of article 1 of this title. 
 (3) "Health officer" means the person appointed as the health officer of a county, city, or town under the 
provisions of section 25-1-610. 
 (4) "Inoculation against rabies" means the administration of the antirabies vaccine as approved by the 
department of public health and environment or the county or district department of health. 
 (5) "Owner" means any person who has a right of property in a dog, cat, other pet animal, or other mammal, 
or who keeps or harbors a dog, cat, other pet animal, or other mammal, or who has it in his care or  acts as its 
custodian. 

 
25-4-602 - Notice to health department or officer if animal affected or suspected of being affected by rabies. 
Whenever a dog, cat, other pet animal, or other mammal is affected by rabies or suspected of being affected by rabies 
or has been bitten by an animal known or suspected to be affected by rabies, the owner of the dog, cat, other pet animal, 
or other mammal, or any person having knowledge thereof, shall forthwith notify the health department or health 
officer in the county, city, or town in which such animal is located, stating precisely where such animal may be found. 
 
25-4-603 - Report of person bitten by animal to health department or health officer. 
Every physician after his first professional attendance upon a person bitten by a dog, cat, other pet animal, or other 
mammal, or any person having knowledge thereof, shall report to the health department or health officer in accordance 
with the provisions of section 25-1-122 (1). 
 
25-4-604 - Animal attacking or biting person to be confined - examination. 
The health department or health officer shall serve notice upon the owner of a dog, cat, other pet animal, or other 
 mammal which has attacked or bitten a person to confine the animal at the expense of the owner upon his premises or 
at a pound or other place designated in the notice for a period designated by the department of public health and 
environment. The health department, health officer, or his representative shall be permitted by the owner of such dog, 
cat, other pet animal, or other mammal to examine the animal at any time within the period of confinement to 
determine whether such animal shows symptoms of rabies.  No person shall obstruct or interfere with the authorized 
 person in making such examination. 
 
25-4-605  - Animals bitten by animals known or suspected of having rabies to be confined. 
The health department or health officer shall serve notice in writing upon the owner of a dog, cat, other pet animal, or 
other mammal known to have been bitten by an animal known or suspected of having rabies requiring the owner to 
immediately treat and confine such animal by procedures outlined by the department of public health and environment. 
  
25-4-606  - Animals to be confined to prevent spread of rabies. 
Whenever the board of health of a health department or the county board of health has reason to believe or has been 
notified by the department of public health and environment that there is imminent danger that rabies may spread 
within that county or district, such board shall serve public notice by publication in a  newspaper of general circulation 
in such county or district covered by such department requiring the  owners of dogs, cats, other pet animals, or other 
mammals specified to confine such dogs, cats, pet animals, or mammals for such period as may be necessary to prevent 
the spread of rabies in such county or district. 
 
25-4-607 - Order of board of health requiring inoculation of animals. 
When it is deemed advisable in the interest of public health and safety, the board of health of an organized health 
department or a county board of health may order that all dogs, cats, other pet animals, or other mammals in the county 
or district be vaccinated against rabies, such vaccination to be performed by a licensed veterinarian.  Notwithstanding 
the provisions of this section, no board of health of an organized health department or county board of health shall 
order the inoculation of animals against rabies any more frequently than is recommended in the "Compendium of 
Animal Rabies Control" as promulgated by the national association of state public health veterinarians. 



 
25-4-608 - Notice of order requiring inoculation of animals. 
The order of a board of health of a health department or a county board of health requiring inoculation of all dogs, cats, 
other pet animals, or other mammals shall not become effective until twenty-four hours after notice of adoption of the 
order requiring inoculation of all dogs, cats, other pet animals, or other mammals has been published in a newspaper of 
 general circulation in the county or district. 
 
25-4-609  - Effect of order requiring inoculation of animals. 
Sections 25-4-610 and 25-4-611 shall be in force and effect only in those counties, districts, or portions of counties or 
 districts where an order requiring inoculation of all dogs, cats, other pet animals, or other mammals is in effect. 
 
25-4-610 - Uninoculated animals not to run at large - impounding and disposition of animals. 
It is unlawful for any owner of any dog, cat, other pet animal, or other mammal which has not been inoculated as 
required by the order of the county board of health or board of health of a health department to allow it to run at 
 large.  The health department or health officer may capture and impound any such dog, cat, other pet animal, or other 
mammal found running at large and dispose of such animal in accordance with local program policy.  Such power to 
impound and dispose shall extend to any and all animals unclaimed and found or suspected to be affected by rabies, 
whether wild or domestic.  The division of wildlife shall cooperate with and aid the health department or health officer 
in the enforcement of this section as it affects animals found or suspected to be affected by rabies when such animals 
are in its care, jurisdiction, or control. 
 
25-4-611 - Report to state department. 
Each health department or health officer shall furnish information to the department of public health and environment 
concerning all cases of rabies and the prevalence of rabies within the county at any time such information is requested 
by the department of public health and environment. 
 
25-4-612  - Enforcement of part 6. 
The health officer or health department shall enforce the provisions of this part 6, and the sheriff and his deputies and 
the police officers in each incorporated municipality and the division of wildlife shall be aides and are instructed to 
cooperate with the health department or health officer in carrying out the provisions of this part 6. 
 
25-4-613  - Liability for accident or subsequent disease from inoculation. 
The health departments, their assistants and employees, the department of public health and environment, health 
 officers, or anyone enforcing the provisions of this part 6 shall not be held responsible for any  accident or subsequent 
disease that may occur in connection with the administration of this part 6. 
 
25-4-614 - Penalties. 
Any person who refuses to comply with or who violates  any of the provisions of this part 6 is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars or by imprisonment in 
the county jail for not more than thirty days for each offense. 
 
25-4-615 - Further municipal restrictions not prohibited. 
 (1) Nothing in this part 6 shall be construed to limit the power of any municipality within this state to prohibit dogs 
from running at large, whether or not they have been inoculated as provided in this part 6; and nothing in this part 6 
shall be construed to limit the power of any municipality to regulate and control and to enforce other and additional 
 measures for the restriction and control of rabies. 
(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, no municipality shall require any animal to be inoculated against 
rabies any more frequently than is recommended in the "Compendium of Animal Rabies Control" as promulgated by 
the national association of state public health veterinarians. 
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